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. THE OPERATIONS OF THE 18T INFANTRY DIVISION
AND THE ZOTH INFANTRY DIVISION IN THE
AACHEN OFFENSIVE, 2-21 OCTOBER 1944,

(RHINELAND CAMPAIGN)

INTRODUCTION

This monograph concerns ltself with the lsolation
and reductioh of Aachen, Germany, durihg the month of
October 1944, by.the lst Infantry Division and the 30th
Infantry Division, United States Army. | _

In order 0 properly orient the reader it 1s be-
lieved necessary to discuss briefly the location and
history of Aachen as well as ﬁhe events leading to the
U.S5. forces arrival at the'ouﬁskirts‘of this large Ger-
man cliy. | o |

Aachen had a pre—World War II population of some
160 000 persons and is located approximately one mile
east of the juncture of the Holland, German, Belgium
border, The border between Germany and Holland extends
generally north from the juncture, while the Belgium-
German borders swing to the east Just below Aachen be-
fore turning south toward Luxehbourg. This causes Aachen
to be bounded on two sides by natlonal boundarieé. This
1s an important factbr for the reader to keep in mind as
the Slegfried Line ran along the German frontler and ex-
tended in depth well past the eastern approaches to the
city. |

Aachen is a very old city, dating from medleval
times, Its bulldings were constructed of heavy sﬁone or

masonery and as such was an obstacle 1n ltself, in ad-



dition, the Germans had fortified the city as a por-
tion of the Siegfried defense line,

The Siegfried Line was an elaborate éystem of
fortifications erected by the Germans on their western
frontier. The idea resulted in a continuous chain of
heavy steel and concrete emplacements sltuated in groups
that were mutually supporting with excellent prepared
fields,of'fire, fine communications and well camou~
flaged. Each emplacement, or more commonly referred
to as & plll box, had the following characteristics:

20 to 30 feet by 40 to SO feet horizontélly, with walls
and ceilings 4 to 8 feet thick. They were not con-
structed to house any large weapons, in fact very few
pill bo#eaaweré large enough to house a 105 mm cannon.
Another serious limitation was fields of fire, which
were limited to 40 - 50 degrees laterally, The Sleg-
Fried Line being defensive in nature, was strongest
both laterally and in depth at locatlions along the Ger-
man frontier.where the natural defenses were the weak-
est. Aachen, being located on relatively flat terrain,
and lackiﬁg in other natural barriers was one of the
strongest points in thils man made lins., To further
strengthen the defenses, the Germans had the area well
mined and had placed both tactical wire and anti~tank
obstacles between the clusters of pill boxes. It was &
difficult position for other than determined troops to
breach. (Personal knowledge)

The Allied Armies had invaded Europe, swept across
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Frence, Belgium and Holland and on 2 October were deploy-
ed along the German border facing the defenses of the
Slegfried Line. The lat Infantry Division had penetrated
- the outer defenses of this line and was deployed on the
western and aouthern approaches to Aachen,

| The fortified Siegfried Line, the long supply lines

extending to the coast of France and the weather at this

particular time of the year oreated a formidable obstacle

to the invasion of Germany. The one factor in favor of
the Amerlcans was théir recent victorles over the German
forces, and as a result the American goldier's morale and
offensive spirlt waé of high‘order. The opposlte was true
of the Germahs. They were pushed so hard and consistant
in their retrograde movement from the west, that they were
not allowed sufficlient time to properly coordinats a de-
fense, with the‘manpower avallable to them in the Aachen
area.,

THE GENERAL STITUATION
(MAP A)

On 2 October 1944 the right flank of the XIX Corps
was & short distance northwest of Aachen and was occupied
by the 30th Infantry Division. The units of the VII Corps
were deployed to the south with the left flank position
belng occupled by the lat Infantry Division. The boundary
between the two divlsions ran generally east~west, just
north of the outskirts of Aachen and the same line consti-
tuted not only the division boundary, but also the VII and

XIX Corps boundary, and the Firat and Ninth Army bounda-
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ry. (1)
(MAP B)

The scheme of maneuver was an envelopment of Aachen
bj the lst Infantry Division assisted by the 30th Infantry
Division, The latter was to penstrate the Siegfried Line
north of Aachen and continue to the east in the directlion
of the Rhine River. The lst Infantry Divislion was to con-
tain Aachen on the west and south, move east around Aachen
then turn north and effect a juncture with the 30th Infan-
try Divislon, thus completing the encirclement of the city,
Alr support for both divisions was to be provided bj the |
" 9th Air Force. (2)
| It 1e difficult to give a plcture of the enemy situ-
aﬁion_in cther than a narrative form as 1t was greatly |
affectéd by prior events, The Germans had lost many of
thelr finest troops in Africa and the Allled sweep across
Franée and Belgium not only deprived thgm of a great
hﬁmber of theilr remalining effedtive troops, but a vast
amount of their supplies and equipment as well., This re~-
sulted in the Germans creating units from ahy gource of
fianpower avallable, Air Corps and Nsvy personnsl aﬁd
sefvice,troops were placed 1n‘1nféntry unlts with a minlmum
of infantry training and rushed west to the Siegfried Line
in an attempt to stop the Aliiea at the German frontier..
By such reorganization, ﬂhey were able to outnumber the
Americans in the Aachen area. (3)

(1) A--2S Map; A-=3, Map; A=4, Map; A=5, Map; A-15,

Map; (2) A=2, p. 1; A=3, p. 2; A-5, p. 1; (3) A&-1,
p. 1; A-15, p. 57.



It 1s considered appropriate to polnt out at this ﬁimq
that the 1lst Infantry Division as well as the First Army
was forced to spend almost a month on the Germen frontier,
partly due to a lack of loglstic support, Whether or not
1t could have been supplied 1s a mdgb question not in-
¢luded in thls study, however, thls elapsed time did allow
the Germans a few sorely needed weeks to reorganizé and

move unlts from the east to their western boundary.

18T INFANTRY DIVISION MISSION - PLANS
(MAF B}

To sccomplish the division's mlssion of blocking the
approaches of Aaclhen from the esast, south and west, it
had the following combat ﬁnits avallable:

Organic Units
léth Infentry Régimént
18th Infentry Regim@nt
26th Infentry Regiment
5th Field Artillery Battallon
7th Field Artillery Battalion
32nd Fleld Artillery Battallon
33rd Fleld Artillery Battallon
lst Reconnaissance Iroop
lst Engineer Battalion
Attached Units

103rd Anti-Aircraft (AW) Battalion
745th Tank Battalion |
634th Tank Destrdyer (SP) Battalion
87th Chemical Artillery Bn. (Co's. 4 & B)
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957th Fleld Artillery (155 How) Bn,
188th Armored Fleld Artillery Bn.
1106th Engineer. Group (Hq & Hq Co.)
237th Combat Engineer Battalion
238th Combat Engineer Battaelion

The physical location of front line units In thelr
attack positions are shown on Map D. (4)

The mlisslons of the front llne units were as follows,
the main effort was to Dbe made'by the 18th Infantry on a
‘narrow front to the north in the direction of Crucifix
Hill, The lst Reconnaissance Troop was ordered to screen
the left flank of the dlvision and to malntaln contasct with
- the XIX Corps on the left and ﬁhe 1106th Engineer Group on
its right. The 26th Infantry was ordered to hold its pre-
gent position, demonstréﬁe actively to the north in 1ts
sector and at the same time to protect the left flank of
the 18th Infantry. The 16th Infantry was ordered to hold
ité present position, demonstrate.actively to the north
in 1ts sector and to assist the advsnce of the 18th Infan-
try by fire. The 1106th Englneer Group was scheduled to
naslst the deception by feints toward the southern out-
skirts of Aachen. Division Artillery was held under divi-
sion control. | |

The 9th alr Force was to precede the attack by medium
bomber strikes and to keep fighter bombers on alr slert.
The latter was directed to atteck targets of opportunity
before and during the attack. For the most part, the

weather in September was unfevorable for air support and

(4¢) A-5, Appendix C,
| 10



1t could not be expected to lmprove for any lengthy periocd
of time during October, (5) This estimaté proves to he
correct,

‘THE 30TH DIVISION MISSION - PLANS
(MAP B)

The mission of the 30th Division was to move east,

force a crossing of the Worm River, penetrate the Sieg-

fried Line and form a juncture with the lst Division northe

east of Aachen., The division'proposed”to accompllish the
mission by attacking wlth twghéééiﬁéﬁéé éﬁgéést, precoeded
by both air end artillery preparations. The attack was
scheduled for 1 October 1944, but due to unfavorable weather
conditions it was postponed until 2 October. (6)

PROGRESS OF BATILE 2 - 9 OCTOBER
' T (MAP ©) '

The %0th Division launched an attack on the Siegfried
Line at 1000 hours, 2 October 1944, The 117th and 119th
Regiments attacked abreast and were met by heavy resistance.
The attack was preceded by an intensive artillery preparation
and bombing attacks by the 9th Alr Force. In the latter
instancé, the planes dropped &xlfagdorli}“bombs. The bombardment
did not neutralize the Germans as the attacking troops

received artlllery, mortar snd heavy small)l arms fire in

~ thelr advances, In splte of this resistance the two regl-

ments made progress end had established a small bridgehead

across the Worm River by 1450 hours. The crossing was made
(5) A-3, p. 2; A=5, pe 1; (6) A-2, Section III, p, 1,
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over foot bridges, previously constructed by the engineers
end the latter immediately started construction of a
bridge to support heavy vehicles, The heavy bridge was
completed by 1900 hours and both tanks and tank destroyers
crossed the river to support the infantry. <Lhe center of
the bridgehead was 1n'the vicinity of Palenberg, approxl-
mately 7% miles dué north of AaChenr{bmg+ﬂhuuaq.’uiﬂﬁ .
-On the first dey of the attack the assaulting troops
mede & penetration of the German lines of 1200 yards,
crossing the Worm River and working ﬁheir way Iinto the
fortresaés of fhe Siegfried Liney't%ﬁfgbadvance emounted
to meking a river crbssing and several successful infantry
attacks on a serles of fortified positions, in a period of
less than twentyfour hours, It was a good dasys work. (7)
The attaék was resumed on $ October, the penetration was
widened, which allowed units of the 2d Armored Division to
c?oss the river to assist in the attack. <The troops form-
ing the bridgehead advenced to the east ageainst heavy re=-
slstance, and by nightfall had widened the penetration an-
 other 1500 yards and occupled the German city of Ubsach. (#)
By 4 October the Germans had evidently declded that
& main effort was bhelng made in the 30th Divlsion sector
and had moved troopé from the south and east to counteragg
the advance of the Americans, as on this dsy the division
recelved its first heavy counterattacks gsince crossing

the river, Progress was slow, however the division did

advance some 800 yerds to the south, Combat Command B,
(7) A-2, p. 1; A~6, p. 13 (8) A-2, p., 13 A-6, p. 2.

1c
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bf the 24 Armored Division had occupled Ubach on 3 October
and attacked out of the city on the morning of theléth.
They met'heavy reslstance, were not able to msneuver due
to the limited space avaiiable and as a result of these
two handicaps were not able to advance., (9) ‘The attack
was resumed on 5 October and ground was galned to the east
in face of.aﬁeadily Increesing pressure from the Germans,
This culminated Into heavy counterattacks on 6 October
resulting in the Divlsion losing ground during the day,
however, by nightfell the Division had regained the lost
'ground, captured - the Villages of Merkstein, Hq{;gtadt and
‘generally advanced their north-south line to include Worm.

The prime objective ét thié ﬁime was to lsolate
Aschen, therefore the 2d Armored Division was directed
to meke 1ts main effort to the south and southeast to assist
the ¥0th Divislon in effecting contact with the 1st Infan~
try Division, Accordlingly, on the morning of 7 October the
two divisions made a combined drive southward toward Alsdorf
: and Merkstein Worm. Apparently the direction of this
attack surprised the Germans 28 the Americans did not meet
serious opposlition and at the close of the day had occupied
thé villages mentioned above and sdvanced thelr east-west
line 3000 yards closer to Aachen, (10)

During the night of 7 - 8 October the Germans placed
additional fresh troops in the line and on the morning of
8 October launched a determlned counterattack in the dire-

ection of Alsdorf,y’They éucceaded in recapturing Birk and

J’uu;-":t i ?l-gl{()"\‘

(9) A-'B, p. 2; A-b‘, p. l..j; (10) _A"z’ p. 2; A“S, p. 6""'?.
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entering the City of Bardenburg., An intense battle raged
throughout the day and the forward progress of the Germans
was not hslted untll 9 October when they wefe repulsed, and
American troops entered Bardenberg and the outskirts of
Wursélen where the attack agaln bogged down. (11}

Air was not active at this time due to weather condi«
ﬁions, however, the Artillery performed & magnificant job
during this phase of the battle, Particularly so, during
8-9 October. The latter's fires were in a large way re-
sponsible for bresking the Germen attack during the two
days mentioned, During this period observation was poor,
rain was falling and the XIX Corpis after action report.
stated, "the weather was such that even cub airplanes could
not fiy". (12)

It 1s considered appropriate at thls point to bring
the engineers in for.theirrshare of eredit in the advances
of the s0th Infantry and 2nd Armored Divisions, ‘While the
Infantry reduced many fortifications unassisted they also
by passed others, _The rngineers followed the Infantry and
demolished the pillboxes left behlnd., Several methods were
used, the first one being to place explosives inside the
concrete fortifications and demolish them, however, 1t was
found that large cement blocks were left scattered in the
vicinity which afforded effective shelter for the Germans
in the event of a successful counterattack. 4ihe engineers
then begaen welding the steel doors shut and using bulldozers
to cover the embrasures with a heavy lasyer of earth. This
(11) A-2, p. 2-3; A=6, p. 6=T; A-15, p. 58; (12) A-2,
Pe Se '
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method proved most effective in preventing the future use
of ﬁhe emplacements, The engineers also gserved as combat
troops in both the Soﬁh and lst Division areas.

‘During.tﬁe period 2«7 October the activities in the
lst Division's Area conslsted primarlly of repulsing Ger-
man counterattacks, active patroliné on both sgsideg, Artile
lery and mortar fire misslons, and preparations for the at—l
becks The sttack order 1635 bime of atback had been issued,
the 18th Infantry had moved iInto its preattack position and
the units involved awaited the final order stating the time
of attack. (13) |

Both the Germsns and Amerilcans were making use of
front line propaganda and one interesting incident occurrsd
on 2 October in the 26th Infantry's sector, Thelr report
1s quoted to give the reader an idea of the type of propa=-
ganda uged by the Germans, "About ten o'clock at night the
enemy revealed fhe limits to which the Germans were ready
to go in thelr propagsanda efforts to alow up our attaclk.
Opposita thé X and i Company Posts, a German public address
gystem was set up and some swing musle played with up;to-
the minute selections of popular tunes played by such bandsg
ag Benny Goodman? Artle Shaw, Duke Ellington and songs by
Francls Langford, Dinah Shore and Martha Tilton. Then in
excellent English the Germen snnouncer talked about the
States and the good times to be had back there. Every ef=-
fort was made to iInduce homeslckness to listeners to con-

vince the listeners that the Allies were righting a losing
(13) A-3, p. 16; A~5, p. 9; A=15, p., 58.
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war: Hussia will gain and the British will gain and
Americans will have only casualty 1lists and debts fo show.,
New York City was being systematically reduced by the
Luftwaffe and other great Americen cities were already in
ruins or would soon share that fate. Music was then play- 3
ed followed by the announcement that 1t would be an excel-
lent idea 1f the Americans let up on the shelling and al-
lowed everyone to have a good nightis sleep. <The 3rd Bat-
talion crews at the captured German mortars then fired a
concentration upon the German poslitions and that ended the

broadcast,”

(MAP D)

S hyeweiooan

Lthe lst Divlision was ordeﬁéd to attack effective 8
October and the Znd Battalion, 18th Infantry launched the
attack at 0400 hours 8 October, The early hour was declded
upon to enable the troops to clear a barren hiliuiﬁhediate-
ly to thelr front prior to deylight. <whe battallon was
supported by fires from the 16th Infantry, Division and
Corps Artillery and Air attacks, The 16th Infantry also
made a diversionary attack 1n the direction.of_Ayﬁch and
took positions to protect the west flank of thériééﬁ In~
fantry. The “nd Battalion attacked toward Verlautenheide
and two_aﬁd one half hours later, they were in the Village
and commenced c¢learing 1t of enemy. They réﬁeived several
counterattacks but weré_able to repulse the Germans and hold
the ground gained, *©he lst Battalion passed through the

2nd. in Verlautenheide and attacked in the direction of
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Crucifix Hill., They suaceeded in takling the hill by 1600
hours and consoclidated thelr position. The Srd'Battalion
made a diverslonary atﬁack to protect the regliments left
flank and by nightfall had occupled a poaltlion just south
of Crucifix Hill. (14)

.'Thebfighting on 9 October was heavy. the Germans were
frantic in their attempts to stop the Americans and lasunched
'several counterattacks, however, they were on a plecemesl
basls of a company or less in slze, and generally supported
by tanks from one to five in number. The counterattacks
~were repulsed and the 18th Infaentry made some progress dur-
ing the day, Lvidently the Germans were bringing reserves
from the east and throwing them into the battle. Their
Artillery fires increased which indicated they had also
moved in fresh Artillery units. (he Lufewaffe made an ap-
pearance and attempted to harrass the attacking troops,
they wére nqt in large numbers and their efforts did not

materially affect the battle. (15)

SURRENDMR ULYIMATEM

'‘'he Commanding General of the VIIIGorps directed the
Commanding Genersl of the lat Division to servé a surrender
ultimatum on the Aachen Garrison demanding surrender to
aﬁoid destruction of the clty. This ultimatég was deliver=
od to the German Gommanqp in Aachen 10 October by two Lieu-~
tenants of the 26th Infantry. 4he terms of the ultimatéa,
among obher items, allowed the Germans twenty four hours to

(14) A-3, p. 18; A-5, p. 9; A-15, p. 58; (15) A-3, p.
20"21; A-S, Pe 10; A-l5, Pe 8.
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ﬁurrender and/or remove civilians from the city. The terms
were broadcast to front 1ine Germen troops by American
publlic address systems, broadcast over the Luxembourg
radlo, dropped into the oity from alrplanes and fired into
the c¢lty inside artillery shells. The German Commandant
indicated to the American Lisubtenants that the Garrison
would not surrender and they ao‘reported to thelr superiors
upon thelr returnufrom the clty. The VII Corps and lst Di-
‘vision then proceeded with plans to reduce the city.

Early on the mbrning of 11 October, many white flags
or sheets could bhe seen hanging from bulldings in Aaéhen,
however ﬁhey disappeared soon after daybresk and a few Ger-
man soldiers who mede their way to the American lines and
surrendered, reported that the Garrlson Commander in Aachen
had takeﬁ dragtic steps to have all white flags removed and
to stop any surrender actions or talk on the part of the
Aachen populaces In any event the twenty four hour period
elapsed without the Germens accepting the terms of the
ultimat¥ih.  (16)

PROGRESS OF BATTLE 11-21 OCT. 30TH INFANTRY SITUATION

When the German forces in Aachen falled to surrender
the 30th Infantry Division incressed 1ts effort to close
the gap between the lst Infantry Division and itself, how-

“ever strong enemy reinforcements were moved in from the
eagt, the weather was bad, which eliminatad air support

and progress was slow. The Amerlcan Artillery continued
(16) A=3, DPe 27; A=5, Pe 16; A~7, De 5.
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to operate and was credited with the destruction of 20
enemy tanks, 12 of these being reported as knocked out by
105 mm.Howetzérs. (17) 7The Artillery also aided the at-
tack by harrassing fires and concentrations placed upon
German reserves and counterattacking forces. ‘Yhe Artil-
lery role 1s mentioned at this time to bring out the point
that Artillery can function effectively with a minimum of
observation. In such an event 1t is necessary of course,
to have a thorough and accurate fire plan, ﬁ

the division made little progress 1l %g;éﬁber but did
succeed in recapturing_&%g% under the cover of a heavy
early morning fog. he Germans had captured the village
the previous day by a heavy counterattack,

On the night of 10-11 October the troops were with-
drawn from their foothold in the northern portion of Barden-
berg, the Artillery then proceeded to shell the city during
the entire nighf. The attack was resumed in the mornilng

and by 1330 on the 1lth of October American troops had

~ driven the Gerﬁans from Bardenberg and established contact

with their adjacent units, (18)

'he 12th of October found visibility excellent and
the Alr Corps was able to operate effectively. Maximum
use’could also be made of the Artillery support as the
majority of the firing missicns could now be observed,
However in splte of this added support the ground troops
did not make any material progress as the enemy was also

gble to utilize their Artillery and fresh reserves, One
(17) A-Z2, p. 33 A-6, pe 93 (18} A~8, De 35 A~E, D 9
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in effect was counterbalanced by the other,

The 13th, l4th and 15th October was much the same
story. Slow progféss was made against dug-in tanks, artil-
lery, mortar, and small arms fires, <The enemy was also
. free to apply the principle of economy of force in thatv the
Americans were attacking south and had by this time indi-
cated to the Germans a definate pattern of the direction of
attack, thereforé they were able to expend the major part
of thelr effort in stopping the Americans on a narrow front.

On the afternoon of 15 October the XIX Corps attached
the 99th Infantry Battalion to the 50th Infantry Division
end ordered the division to establish contact with the VII
Corps troops northeast of Aachen on the 16th of October,
one day later. (19)

16 October found the 30th Division with a new plan of
sction which consisted of strong demonstrations to the east

on their left flenk and middle secteor, ‘'his ruse apparents-
ly caused the Germans to move thelr troops to counteract
what they bellieved to be a major'effort in that sector,
meanwhile the main effort was made to the south by the 119th
infantry supported by tanks. ''he Infentry advanced and by
1815 = patrol from.Company F, 119th Infaentry had crossed
into the lst Division sector and made contact wiﬁh Company
"K", 1uth Infentry of the lst Infantry Division on Ravels~
berg Hill., (20)

During the period 17 October to 21 October the 30th

Division consolidated its poslitions In the Wurselen Area
(19) A2, p. 4; A-6, p. 115 (R0) A-Z, p. 4; A-6, p. 1%,
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and by mutual consent between the VII and XIX Corps, the
XIX Corps assumed responsibility for clearing out the
pockets of resistance in the northern and western sectors
around Aachen, ‘rhis mission was glven to the 11.04th
Engineer Gpmbat Group, who completed the task on £0 October,
having seized snd destroyed 150 pillboxes of the Siegfried
Line. (21) |

This phase of battle demonstrated the effectiveness
6f wholehearted cooperation and teamwork between the Infan-
try, Armor, Artillery and knglineers. Armor played a major
role in splte of many unfavbrable conditions, such as lack
of vislblllty, mined areas and other antitank defenses,
The most limiting factors were the lack of spacé for maneuver
and wet'soggy terrain.

*he XIX Corps and the 30th Infantry Division passed
to the control of Ninth Army at 1200 hours 22 October 1944,

181 DIVISION ATTACK OF AACHEN - MAP &

''he morning of 11 October found the 1lst Infantry Di-
vision occupying the high ground%ﬂ:rtheast of Aachen as
woll as the Villsges of Harren and Verlautenhelde, however
8 gap eoxisted between the 30th and lst Dlvision troops
which allowed the Germens to supply the Aachen Garrison
as well aa-feinforce the line with troops to oppose the
Americen drlve. The Germans continued to counterattack

glong the north and east fronts with limlited success for

limited periods and they gave no evldence of accepting
121) A"SJ_ De O
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the surrender ultimatem, therefore 1t was decided to re-
duce the city of Aachen, (22)

Corps Artillery of both the VII and XIX Corps began
' shelling the city. The IX Tactical Alr Command begen send-
ing fighter'bombers over the city on both bombing and straf.
ing missions, The lst Division Artiliery also began shelling
the City. By the end of the day VII Corps Artillery had
fired 169 tons of Artillery shells on the beleagued city
and IX Tactlcal Air Command had dropped 300 tons of bombs.
{23) the 26th . Infantyy reported that the dust haze and
smoke ¢aused by the exploslons made observation extremely
difficult and 1t was late iIn the afterncon before they could
send a patrol Into the city. 4the remainder of the division
‘spent the day in repelling local counterattacks and mopping
up local pockets'of resistance, The Intense bombing did
have a salutary effect on some Germans, as prlsoners re-
ported that many of the troops would llke to surrender but
were prohibited from leaving the clty by armed German of-
ficers who would promptly shoot any persons attempting to
leave, Several plllboxes outside the clty ran up white
flags rather than face such an intense bombardment of their
particular locale. Yhe l8th Infantry reported to division
headquarters thet a steédy streem of German reinforcements
were coming in from the east and alr was not aveailable %o
attack the.Columns, however, Artillery began harrassing
fires which succeeded in impeding thelr movement, but did
not sucoeed in stopping their advance to support and relieve

(22) A-3, p. 30; A-5, p., 17-18; (23) A-3, p. 34; A-5,
Pe 18,
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" the front line Cerman troops.. {24)

The 3d Battalion, 26th Infantry was given the mission
of first clearing the factory area o the city limits, |
this area is shown on Map E and is located in the north-
eastern outskirts of Aachen, secondly %o clear Observatory
Hill of enemy and last to secure the high ground of Lous-
berg. Once this mission was accomplished the battalion
was not to move except by euthority of lst Division, (25)
The_battalion attacked on the morning of 12 October, pro-
- gress was slow but steady and by nightfall they had ac-
complished the first task of clearlng the enemy from the
factory erea..

The 24 Battalion, 26th Infantry wes assigned the mis-

sion of attacking into the city and given the cemetery as
a forward obJective, accordingly on the morning of 13
October, two companies of the battalion supported by tanks
entered the city. The 34 Battallion continued their.attack.
to-tﬁe west to accomplish thelr second assigned task, Prow~
gress of both battalions was slow, the forward progress
‘could be measured from house to house.
| It must be remembered that the houses were constructed
of heavy stone in many instences and could successfully
withstand fires from elther tank or tank destroyers., Wide
use was ﬁade of Rocket launchers and flame throwers and a
‘self propelled 155 mm rifle was assigned to each the 2d
~ and 34 Battallons from the artillery for the pﬁrpose of
.destrdying this type of house and/ox buiiding. (26) By
(24) A-5, p. 19; A-35, p. 37; (25) A-5, p. 21; A~7, p, 6;
(26} A=5, p. 21; A-7, p. 6.
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1700 houré-the-batﬁqlion'had_reached the.base of Observ-
atory Hill. |

lThe Germans were offering stubborn resistance and
- using many ruses to outvit the Amerlcan forces, A few
instances were: the Amer;cans had been in possession of
Crucifix Hill several hours before they discovered a
cleverly camouflaged peep héle on the top of the hill
which was entered from a tuggg}”diPQGElEWHnﬁg?neath°. In-
8ide the City of Aachen Amerlican troops would clear =a
sector and later find 1t occupiled by German  troops, It
was found the Germans were utlilizing the clty sewerage
system and coming into the open through man holes located
to the rear of ﬁha Amerlcans, It then became necessary to
locate every man hole and the passage ways blocked to pro-
hibit this practice. (27) To further alleviate any trou-
ble from the rear, all Germang to inélude civilian men,
-women and children were evacuated as each block of houses
- were captured, The soldiers were processed as prisoners
- of war and the civilians escorted to éollecting statlons
outside Aachen. Thié procedure left a dead clty in the
rear of the 26th Infantry troops.

The weather had cleared and close in air strikes were
now possible, The Infantry marked the targets with red
smoke while the planes circled in bthe air, If glven any
time, measured 1ln seconds, the eremy would throw blue smoke
into the seme area to confuse the Air, so it can be readlly

seen that the units attacking inside Aschen found many per-
(27) A=7, p. 7} A=3, D. 44,
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plexing problems. The Ingenulty of the American soldler,
while sometimes lacking in foresight was able in the end
to overcome the obstacles.engduntered.'

From 14 October to 20 October’the lst Division spear-
headed by the determlned offensive‘spiriﬁ of the 26th In-
fantry progressed from house to house and block to block
reducling esach building‘as they progressed. They captured
the Cemetery, Observatory Hill and made steady gains to-
ward the ;puagerg Area -~ veory effectlive use was made of
the alr, artillery)“ lame throwers, heavy mortars and the
SePs 155 mm guns.ﬁ The latter were only used in necessary
instances because of the limited smmunition available,
Enemy alr became active during this period, however they
were most effective agalnst the holding troops rather than
the 26th Infantry as friendly alr drove them off and malin-
tained a cover which prohibited thelr causing any further
damage to our troops. Steady enemy ground pressure was

meintained and the Germans continued thelr serles of piece-

meal counterattacks supported by mortar and artillery fires,

These attacks were overcome and the 24 Battallon progressed

- through the clity., The 34 Battallon continued an attack in

the Lousberg ares and by the evening of 20 October the

noose was beilng drawn btighter and tighter around the Ger-
mans, ‘Yhey continued howéver to offer stubborn_and effect~
ive resilstance, _

The 26th Infantry was not gble to continue the attack
and at the same time consolidate their gains, due to the

infiltrating tactics of the German defenders of Aachen,
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As a result, on 19 October the 2d Battalion, 110th Infantry
of the 28th Division was assigned a defensive misslon of
holdlng the area formerly occupied by fhe 26th Infantry
in the southeastern outsklrts of Aachen., This actlon re-
leaséd a company of the battallon to assist in the attack.
=-whe right flank of the Z26th Infantry was not properly pro=-
tected and the VII Corps decided to cover the gap in the
Avierican lines by a task force consisting of one battalion
of medium tenks, less one company, and one battalion of
Armored Infantry from the 3d Armored Division. This force
was constituted 19 October, labeled "I'ask Force Hogan',
and assigned the mission of protecting the right flank of
the 26th Infantry and seizing.the northwest portion of
, Lousberg. (2&) |
on‘the_morning of 21 October both battalions resumed
the attack in the Lousberg sree which is in the north-
western sectiOn'éfvthe citj and by mid-morning the German
Comméndér évidenced a desire to surrender., The trap had
finelly sprung and the end df the day found the first large
Germen city'ﬁnder American control,
the 16th and lsth Infantry Regiments were in a posi-
tion east of Aachen and spent the period 11 ~ 21 October
in repelling German counterattacks and attacking toward the
north to effect a juncture with the 30th Infantry Division,
The latter was accomplished 16 October on Ravelsbherg Hill
and effected an lsolation of the Clty of Aachen, '‘he Ger-

mans bitterly contested the closing of thls gap and the two

(28) A-5, p. 2'?.
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regiments were hard pressed in maintalning their role of
holding'trobps awaiting the investment of Aachen by the
26th Infantry. In any event, the two_regiments were gble
to malntain and consolidate thelr positions whlch prevented
reinforcements going to the ald of the Aachen defenders,
The 1l8th Infantry Regiment was recelving heavy counter-
attacks all during the period 11 - 20 October, and as a
result the 26th Infantry was alerted by the Commanding
General, lst Infantry Divislion to be prepared to break off
thelr attack In Aschen and go to the ald of the other two
regiments, on Division order, (29) This order pictures
the difficultlies encountered by the l6th and 18th Infantry
Regiments durihg thlis phase of the battle, Such an order
increased the difficulties of the 26th Infantry and raises
the question as to whether or not an order of this type 1s
& suitable one for troops heavily engaged In the attack of

a fortifiéd clty and opposed by numerically superior forces,

THE SURRENDER OF AACHEN

The German &Gommender, Colonel Wilch, sent word to the
3d Battalion, 26th Infantry, at approximaﬁely 1100 hours,
21 October, that he wlshed to surrender the city. Lt,
Reynolds and Lt. Bashme, were sent to contact Colonel Wilch
and meke the necessary sarrangements for a formal surrender.
A proper ceremony was held in which Colonel Wilch delivered
a touching speech to his troops and formally surrendered

his garrison to Brig. General George W. Taylor, Assistant
(29) A=7, p. 6; A-24,
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Division Commander, lst Infantry Division, The city was
then cleared of German troops for the subséquent entry of
Amerlcan Military Government personnel who in turn operated
the clty government under American control, (30)

A digest of Colonel Wllch's speech ls quoted from
the 26th Infantry report, which is indicative of the Ger-
man government+'s attitude to flght to the end, but at the
same time 1lndicates an attitude of defestlism on the part
of the German soldlers doing the fighting,

"1155 hours, 21 Oct 1944

Dear German Soldlers: |

I am spesking to you on a most painful occasion. I
was forced to surrender becaﬁse we had run out of ammunl-
tion, food-and water, and theréfore saw further fighting
was useless, I am acting ageinst orders, for I was sup-
‘posed to fight to the last men,"

whis surrender moved the American front lines to the
egst of Aachen and’plaéed the city entirely under American
control. (Map F) |

SUMMARY

This monogreph has dealt primarily with the Infantry
Division‘'s role, however £he Engineers, Artillery, Air,.
Armor and YLank Destroyeré played a very prominent role in
this battle., Alr activity wes curtailed due to atmospheric
conditlons which for days reduced visibllity to almost zero,

however, when weather conditions allowed, which was during

(30) A-s, p| 61; A-5’ p. 40; A-‘], p. 11.
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the flnal phases of the battle, the alr gave cldse in sup-
port to both the attacking and holding forces,

Lanks accompanied the Infantfy in practically all in-
stances of attack,

The Engineérs'performed thelr primary role as well
as & role of combat troops.

Artillery performed a megnificent role with their sup-
_portihg fires.

Mortars, particularly 4.2 mortars as well as rocket
launchers and fleme throwers were effectively used.
Za,J//whe 26th Infantry captured 3,473 prisoners of war dur-
ing the month of Ootbbervand in turn suffered 500 casualtles,
"5 of whom were killed in actioh and 9 missing in action, (31)

It can be readily seen that a numerically inferior
force overcame a fqrée much larger and occupying an organiz-
ed defensive area that was thought to be.impregnable by its
German builders, whis was accomplished by wholehearted
cooperation among offensive minded troopé. lanks, tank
destroyers and Iﬁfantry spearheaded the attacks, neutraliz-
ing pillboxes by tanks and tank destroyers placing direct
fire st the embrasures, while the Infantry closed in with
grenades, explosives and individual arms to effect the
capture of each plllbox, ‘hey were followed by englneers
who removed mines, antitank obstacles and rendered pilll
boxes ineffective for further use. %This action was, of
course, preceeded by Artillery fires, Air assisted when-

ever condltions of visibility allowed.
{51) A-'?, p. 15.
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Artilliery fires of the llght and medium'caliber guns
did no# have any material effect on the well constructed
concrete emplacements of the Selgfried Line, however, they
- did force the Germans out of Firing trenches into the
pillboxes where their fielda.of fire and observation was
limited, thﬁs allowlng the Infantry to close in. 155 calil-
ber shells had some effect on the emplacements, but 1t was
found thatv direct hits by high-caiiber flat trajectory
misslles was the most effective means of reducing pillboxes.
The Artillery served its role of supporting troops best by
their prearranged fires to any polnt in front of the asssult-
ing troops, thus allowlng almost lmmedlate flres on any polnt
desired. The fire plans were mainteined current with the
gituation and coordinated between Division and Corps Artil-
lery, 1n this manner a devastating flre could be laild on a
particular sﬁot very cquickly and this pre planning was
primarily responsible in many Instances for repelling enemy
counterattacks., The ability of American troops to quickly
organize a newly captured polnt into a defgnsive position
with a coordinated fire plan to include protective fires of
their organic and supporting weapons, created an obstacle

the German troops were not able to overcome,

ANALYSIS AND CRIWICISM

An analysis of this operation can best be made by a
brief discussion of how both the Germans and Americans ap-
plied the principles of war,

1. rrinciple of the objective, This principle was
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definitely'applied from the top command to the lowest
echelon, however, to a greater degree by the Americans,

All echelons of command and services cooperated to a high

" degree in the objectlve of penetrating the aeigfried Line,

isolating aachen, and reducing it after the Germsn forces
failed to surrender,

"2. rrinclple of the ulffensive, this principle was
probably the greatest factor in the americans favor,
Their offensive spirit built while overcoming the Germans.
in western Europe was of such a high degree that superior
numbers and & heavily fortifled line could not stop them.
The exact reverse was utrue of the vermens. Lhey were on
the defensive, uelivered uneir counferattacks on a plece
meal basls and hastily moved forces to stop,advances which
turned out to be only feints, thus alldwing ponetrations
in other parts of thelr line which ultimately ended in
thelr forces being surrounded, and In turn belhng killed
or captured., The Germans had the means avallable but they
did not properly use them, with the probable exception of
their fast waning air power, '

%+ The principle of Mass, It can be said both aides

had the possibility on an equal basis for applying this

principle, however the Americans appliéd it at the right
place at the right time while the Germans did not apply the
principle well, “heir frantiec efforts to halt the Americans
at the wfong places on tdo many occasions nuetralized the
effect of this principle,. |

4, The prindipie of economy of force, The Amerlcans
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applied ?his principle exceedingly well, ‘'Lhe Gérmans did
not. s

5. The principle of movement. The Germans possessed
‘the megns'to apply this principle while the Americans were
confined to small areas, particularly for tanks, and had the
Germens applied the principle inteliigently at the proper
time, the outcome of this battle could have been much dif-
ferent,

6, ‘he principle of surprise was consistehtly ap=-
plied agalnst the Germans very effectively which in effect
kept them on the defenslive., They never knew the inten-
tions of the Americans and were'consistently caught off
balance by American felnts and main Airections of attack,

7. ‘'the principle of Security. The opposing forces
applled this principle in varying degrees and on an equal
basis,

e The principle of Simplicity. The American forces
applied this principle malnly through the medium of rehear-
sals; While awaiting the attéck order, the unlts of the
lst Infantry Division conducted rehearsals from alr photos
and captured maps which contalned detailed informaetion of
the'Seigfried Line and the defenses of Aachen, The thorough
understanding of proposed operations by all concerned caused
this principle to work in the American‘'s ad#antage to a much
greater degrée than for the Germens. In fact, the tactical
and personnel sltuatlion deprived the Germans of any simple
plen to defend Aschen.

9. The principle of Cooperation, It 1s not known how
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well the Germans applied this principle. The Amerilcans

 epplled 1t generously and well, It 1s quite obvious from
& study of this phase of the American cempaign that all

echelons expended thelr efforts in attslning the common
objective, the capture of Aachen. It can be readily seen
that unity of command and loyal adherence to the regponsible
command by individuals and units, created a unified effort
that a fortifled line manned by experienced soldlers could
not nulliify,.

| LESSONS

1, .An offensive minded force with the meens at hand
cah overwhe;m & much larger force)w;th the means at hand,
but lacking in determination and morale.

2. Gooperation between c¢ommanders and units will re-
sult in cbordinated effort and in turn win battles that
would otherwise be lost, |

3. Adequate intelligence is required. VWhen the Ger-
mans wereMAQﬂied this faotor; theyrwere unable to present
an effective defense,

4, Both defensive and offensive actions must be
organizedviﬁ depth.'

5, Unity of Comménd is neceésary for & proper of=-
fense or defehse.. |

8, (Piecemeal attacks or counterattacks are not ef=-
fective, | |
u 7, 4 fire pian requires careful coordination of all

fires, Air, Artillery,-Mortars, Machine Guns, Antitank
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weapons and final protective fires,

8. An objective, once taken must be immediately or-
ganized for defense, to inclﬁde fires on final protective
lihes and fires from all available supporting weapons. .

9.. Close cooperation can exist between ground and
Q. a{f persoﬁnel, and-with proper coordination the air can
bomb in a biﬁy within 300 yards of front line troops with
complete safety. ;”30

10, It is necessary to effect the complete destruc-

;1 tlon or neutralization of a pilibox or fortified position
upon 1ts capture to prevent its future use by the enemy in
the event of elther a successful counterattack or counter-
offensive, |

, 11, Heavy, high velocity missiles with a flat trajec-

V" tory are the most effective artillery weapons agalnst con-

crete or masonary emplacements,

12, ‘the proper use of engineers, artillery, tanks,
~alr and infantfy by commanders concerned, creates a formid-
able team, Commanders should give serious.thought to this

factor before declding to use any one of them in other

Ithan their primary role.

13, Artillery can furnish effective support regard-
lJess of visibility, 1f fires are properly planned and coor=-
dination effected prior to an attack,

! 14, Alr cannot be depended upon to furnish close

" support to the Infantry as they are affected by weather

conditions, 4“he target must be clearly visible to the
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pilot, however when visibility is good the alr.1s an ef-
fective arm for close in support. |

16, rixed derensive positlons serve only to slow an
enemy drive,.not 3top iﬁ.

16, All persons in the millitary establishment should

be famillar with ﬁhe principles of war and apply them as

fa;haé"ﬁossible in every situation, be 1t a large or small

operation,
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